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especially anxious not to pass for a frivolous politi-
cian, is too clear-sighted not to see that if Prussia
changes her system she would begin by being over-
whelmed by France, and that if She escaped ruin, she
would become the prey of Russia. On the other
hand, this Minister thinks that at the moment when
Your Majesty shall be able to give a firm and solid
peace to Europe, Prussia, having faithfully followed
your system, will seem, too, destined to form a con-
stant ally of France and her northern frontier, and
that Your Majesty will assign to this country, not the
military place which it has occupied and which was
exaggerated, but the rank that it held in the politi-
cal system for the equilibrium of Europe* I know
that he goes so far as to think that if Poland is not
so strongly constituted as to assure its existence, it
might occur to Your Majesty not to unite Poland
with Prussia, but to make the King of Prussia the
King of Poland, in order to strengthen tho frontier*
by combining the interior lines and countries. . * *
The greater part of the nation have always regarded
the system of union with France as tho safeguard
of Prussia, but at this moment they are disturbed
by all the intrigues of the opposite party, which is
smaller but more active; and the sufferings, which are
really excessive, and the burdens that weigh upon
proprietors, do not act in our favor/1

The first news of the French disasters were not
believed in Prussia, where it could not be imagined
that the mirivallad army which had bean seen in its